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Editor's note: Advertisers’ Directory 
We at the Daily 49er have had a blast looking into the hidden gems of our city an 
hope this issue inspires you to do the same. Feel free to take this map, which pinpoints Name Phone number Website 
locations discussed throughout Tour of Long Beach, as a guide for your own adventures. The Cherry Blossom Hair Studio 562-428-8256 tcbhairstudio.com 
Be sure to share anything you find with the Daily se on social media and check Restauration 562-439-8822 restaurationlb.com 


newsstands next week for our usual, daily coverage. 


Cover photo: Viewed from the Shoreline Aquatic Park, The Pike Outlets is a lively destination for Long Beach residents tourist a like. 


Cover photo by Jose De Castro 
Map by Stephanie Hak 


a elmer nn ert ce eee iene eee 


MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2017 
/ DAILY49ER.COM 


Rough waters ahead? 


Setbacks in Long Beach breakwater study a cause for concern. 


Se ee RE By Megan Hofilena 
Contributing Writer 


—— 


he water is calm — as it al- 

ways is in Long Beach. It is 

a quintessential and relaxing 

moment on the beach, but 

the silhouettes from the Port 
of Long Beach to the north and five giant 
cargo ships fooming in the distance are a 
reminder of the city’s early history, its in- 
dustrial reputation and what lies below the 
water. 

Although it’s been 20 years since the clo- 
sure of the Long Beach Naval Shipyard, the 
68-year-old breakwater still stands beneath 
the waves. Originally created to protect 
ships in the harbor, the underwater barrier 
continues to keep the waters calm just as it 
did decades ago. 


_In April 2016, the United States Army - 


Corps of Engineers launched the East San 
Pedro Bay Ecosystem Restoration Study, 
a three-year study aimed at restoring the 
aquatic ecosystem and analyzing the geo- 
technical engineering design of the Long 
Beach breakwater. 

Nearly a year after its initialization, the 
study is already facing a setback, according 
to USACE. 

“The study is experiencing delays in get- 
ting necessary technical support, including 
the start of hydrodynamic modeling,” said 
USACE lead planner Eileen Takata in an 
email. “This is a critical component of our 
analysis.” 

According to the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, hydrody- 


namic modeling is a tool used to study hy-_ 


drodynamics, or the motion of water in a 


range of coastal environments. 
‘Takata said that without the analytics of 


The Queen Mary . 


Long Beach 
Outer Harbor 


wave circulation via hydrodynamic model- 
ing, it was not feasible for the study to move 
forward. 

“There will be a schedule impact of at 
least an 8-month delay in the Tentatively 
Selected Plan milestone release of the pub- 
lic draft Integrated Feasibility Report” she 
said. : 

According to Takata, the delay will not 
affect the allotted $3 million cost of the 
study. 

“We are working with USACE to update 
the milestone schedule and determine when 
the next community meeting would be ap- 
propriate, said Long Beach Public Works 
Program Manager Joshua Hickman in an 
email. “I anticipate this could be as soon as 
summer or fall in 2017?" 

While gentle waves can paint a serene 
picture in most people's minds, the stagnant 
water from the breakwater has done little 
for the water quality off the shores of Long 
Beach over the last several years. 


Graphic by Stephanie Hak and Valerie Osier 


According to the Heal the Bay Beach 
Report Card letter, graded from A-F, Long 
Beach consistently scores “EF” during wet 
weather. 


After drawing much attention through- ~ 


out the years, Long Beach environmental 
activists such as the Long Beach Surfrider 
Foundation finally got their wish to address 
the breakwater when the USACE and the 
City of Long Beach announced the study 
that would determine the next steps sur- 
rounding the long-standing breakwater. 

Constructed in the 1940s in the midst of 
World War Il, the Long Beach breakwater 
was built by the U.S. Navy as part of a deep 
water port project, according to the Long 
Beach Chapter of the Surfrider Foundation. 
While the shipyard operated throughout 
the 1940s and ‘50s, it was used sporadical- 
ly in the years following for special projects 
before ultimately closing in 1997. 

The last of three breakwaters developed 
in the East San Pedro Bay, the Long Beach 


breakwater stretches as far north as the 
Queen Mary, down to just before the Alam- 
itos jetty. 

“J didn't know how bad the water quality 
was at the time,” said Robert Palmer, execu- 
tive committee member of the Long Beach 
Chapter Of the Surfrider Foundation. “Our 
beach was dead, people would go to the 
beach and maybe play volleyball or take a 
walk, but hardly anyone went in the water.’ 

Dedicated to water quality and shoreline 
conservation, the Long Beach Surfrider 
Foundation has been a long-time propo- 
nent of sinking the breakwater. A Long 
Beach resident since 1988, Palmer has been 
concerned with the city’s water quality since 
his surfing days. 

Palmer recalls when he first moved to 
Long Beach in the 1980s and visited the 
beach with his seven year-old daughter. 
One day, he watched her emerge from the 
water with two plastic bags on her legs. 

“We need waves back,’ Palmer said. “It's 
important to remember what the beach 
once was ... We had the first national surfing 
contest right here in Long Beach in 1938” 

Palmer acknowledges concerns that have 
been raised by Long Beach residents — fear 
of high tides and erosion that could threat- 
en their homes — but says that wave circu- 
lation is essential to dilute pollution that 
stems from the Los Angeles River, which 
empties into Long Beach. 

According to the USACE Community 
Update that was presented in October 2016 
as a checkpoint to the study, “increases in 
shoreline erosion, wave related damages 


see BREAKWATER, page 6 


j Jose De Castro | Daily 49er 
| The breakwater is a source of contention between environmentalists and local homeowners. The barrier, made of parallel stone walls, extends from the Queen Mary to before the Alamitos Jetty. 
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Hike Long Beach ... 


Here are some spots in Long 
Beach where you can catch a 
breath of fresh air and some 
spots outside of it. 


By Valerie Osier 
News Editor 


’m not a Long Beach native. ’'m from 

Moreno Valley, where I had a canyon in 

my backyard and the hike to the “M” on 

Box Springs Mountain is a rite of passage. 

So, when I first searched “hiking in Long 
Beach” on Google, I was a little disappointed that 
only about three places came up that are actually in 
Long Beach. I know it’s a city, but I thought there 
would be more environmental preservation in this 
“beach” town. Either way, three is better than zero, 
so I went to check them out. 


Dominguez Gap Wetlands 

The Dominguez Gap Wetlands are on the edge 
of Long Beach in the Bixby Knolls area with the 
entrance on Del Mar and North Virginia Streets. 
These wetlands were completely man made by 
the Los Angeles County Flood Control District 
in 2008. The main purpose is to control floodwa- 
ter that flows into the LA River and “recharge” the 
groundwater in the area by using the plants to nat- 
urally filter out pollutants. It's pretty clever and I 
wish they would do the same in other areas; wet- 
lands definitely provide more aesthetic appeal than 
concrete does in the rest of the riverbed. 

This spot is probably the closest to nature you 
will ever get within Long Beach. I forgot birds oth- 
er than pigeons existed until I went there and saw 
tons of colorful plumes I can’t even begin to try to 
name. The green grass looks like someone turned 
the vibrancy filter all the way up in Photoshop, and 
despite being nestled in between the Metro train 
tracks and a busy neighborhood, the air smelled 
fresh and clean. 

When we first got there, it seemed deserted, es- 
pecially for a Saturday afternoon, but as we walked 
down the path we started seeing more.and more 
people. 

“I was interested in it because it’s supposed to 
be environmentally friendly for retaining water, so 
I wanted to check it out,” said Naomi Melendez, 
a resident in Long Beach who was there with her 
parents and their dog for the first time. 

The trail is well maintained and level and it’s a 
great spot to take a walk or run on something other 
than concrete. 

“It's, like, the only open space around here,” 
neighborhood resident Jordan Tardif said, who was 
walking his dog Smokey. 

This spot was a pretty nice find and it was re- 
freshing to find a place that was so completely fo- 
cused on reintroducing nature to a place where it 
was previously removed. 


El Dorado Park Nature Center 

The nature center is like a little sanctuary in the 
middle of Long Beach. It was created in 1969 to 
create a place for nature in the middle of the city 
from over 100 acres of farmland that were part of 
Rancho Los Alamitos. 
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I was a bit excited about this spot: With “nature 
center” in the name, I pictured active animals run- 
ning around, pungent plants perfuming the air, 
some fish doing fishy things and a brisk walk on 
some dirt. While it was pretty underwhelming be- 
cause the larger dirt-pathed loops were blocked off 
due to muddy puddles, it’s still worth it to check 
out. 

We got to the center at about 3:45 Saturday af- 
ternoon and paid $7 for parking. Unfortunately, 
the visitor center part, with educational displays, 
an art gallery and a small gift shop, closed at 4 p.m. 
I could only peek through the window. 

But, I wanted to be outside anyways, right? Ex- 
cept more than half the outside was closed off and 
the quarter mile loop that was open was congested 
with people and small children running about. The 


‘one- and two-mile loops are both paths that, ac- 


cording to some nice people I met, lead to another 
lake, stream and more forested areas. 

The smallest of the trails offered, the quarter 
mile loop, is paved and is a hands-on trail, where 
people can safely touch all the plants to smell and 
feel them. 

After we did the little loop, we stood on the 
bridge overlooking the lake and looked at the wild- 
life: some ducks chilling on a floating log and tur- 
tles swimming about. There were a few more rare 
birds there. A gentleman pointed out a cormorant 
drying its wings and a large white crane. 

As we stood on the bridge, I looked over and 
saw an older couple ducking under the yellow tape 
blocking the entrance to the one- and two-mile 


OR 


OR i 
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loops. They were exiting the trails, the rebels! 

“They're blocking it for some silly puddles, just 
walk around them,’ the man said. “Go for it, it’s 
beautiful back there” 

The rebel pair was Rita Powell, an alumna of Cal 
State Long Beach, and Richard Madeira, who was 
wearing a peace sign necklace and cooler than I’ll 
ever be, who said that they've been coming to the 
nature center for years now. They told me that back 
along the trail that was blocked off was another 
lake/pond with a little creek flowing out of it. It’s 
also more quiet and peaceful with more plants and 
wildlife. 

“A few years back, they did a lot of planting, 
making sure that everything was natural for this 
area [of California],’ Powell said. “They’ve had wild 
flower gardens and it’s just beautiful” 

When the center was originally created, they 
planted Mediterranean plant species, but in the 
“80s an effort as made to replace them with native 
California plants. 

Even though the center is supposed to close at 5 
p.m., a security car started rolling by at 4:30 telling 
people to get out. I could practically hear my wallet 
screaming: “I paid $7” 

“Just go sneak back there and check it out...” 
Madeira urged.us. “It’s worth it.” 

I was way too much of a wimp to go and I shuf- 
fled out with the rest of the crowd. 

This nature center is an amazing concept in a 
busy city. I was really only disappointed by my ex- 
perience due to the seemingly unnecessary block- 
age of the longer trails and the price of parking. Had 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
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other non-invasive readings. 


If you are 18 years of age or older, healthy and weigh a 
minimum of 110 Ibs, you may be eligible to participate in a 
research study with monetary compensation for your time. 

You may be paid up to 250 dollars. Multiple blood draws and a 
fluid infusion may be involved. Study time varies. 


Please call for details. 

Masimo Corporation 
52 Discovery Irvine, CA - 
92618 949-297-7137 


sort of 


; z Valerie Osier | Daily 49er 
The Dominguez Gap Wetlands are part of the Los Angeles River and used to control floodwater while using plants to naturally filter pollutants. 


. 


I gone on a different day and parked somewhere 
else and walked to the center, I probably would’ve 
found it way cooler. I also highly recommend this 
place for kids; it’s a great educational spot. 


Pirate Trail, Quarry Loop, 
Palos Verdes Peninsula 

Oh this hunt to find hiking in Long Beach, I 
figured out: there really is not a lot of hiking in 
Long Beach, at least in a traditional sense. There 
are some nice spots to feel at least a little closer to 
nature though. So, I had to broaden the scope of 
my search. Everyone kept telling me of all the great 


hiking places just outside of Long Beach, so I found 


some. 

The Palos Verdes Peninsula is about a half hour 
drive from Cal State Long Beach - close enough 
to get to when you need fresh air, far enough not 
to be able to enjoy on a regular basis. It’s part of ; 
the Forrestal Nature Reserve in the Palos Verdes 
Nature Preserve. It offers quite a few options. 
According to hikespeak.com, there’s six trails in the 
area of varying lengths and elevation gain. 

A friend took me on this trail one Saturday 
morning and nearly killed me. 

The Loop is four trails combined to make a loop. 
After entering a yellow gate a the top of Forrest- 
al Drive and across the street from Ladera Linda 
Park, you can go left or right. According to hike- 
speak.com, going to the left will take you on a 


see HIKING, page 5 
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HIKING 


continued from page 4 


“gradual ascent up Quarry Trail, Basalt Trail, and Mariposa Trail, 
while going to the right will take you on a steeper 325 foot climb over 
0.3 miles on Pirate Trail. The website recommends you go to the left. 

My friend took me right. 

Pirate Trail begins by pretty much going straight into incline. I was 
cool for about 10 minutes before I started feeling the burn. At the 
highest point of the Quarry Loop Trail, it offers sweeping views of 
the ocean, wealthy people’s homes and the Trump golf course in the 
distance. The canyon the loop is in was beautiful and so was the view. 

I would definitely recommend this trail, just go left first, not right. 


Sunken City, San Pedro 

When someone told me about this place they described it like it 
was Atlantis, a lost city. And it is, to some extent, and it’s really cool 
especially considering the history of it. 

Before 1929, this place was a housing tract with beautiful views 
of the ocean. But waves crashing against the cliffs below weakened 
the stability of the area and began collapsing it gradually. Most of the 
houses were moved before the final collapse of the area, except two on 
the farthest edge of the cliff, according to a 2015 article by the Daily 
Breeze. 

The city cleared out most of the rubble, but what remains is six 
acres of land with concrete slabs jutting from the ground that used to 
be roads and sidewalks as well as some pipes and train tracks stick- 
ing out of the ground. In the ‘80s, the city erected a fence around the 
area and posted “no trespassing” signs after several accidental falls 
and suicides. : 

Fast forward to today and the concrete slabs are canvases for graffiti 
artists. People climb under the fence (there's a gaping hole someone 
dug), or swing around the end of it to explore the post-apocalyptic 
looking land. E : 

Teenagers go there to party and hang out. Hipsters bring their cam- 
eras and their dogs. Artists go there to make art. Even though empty 
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Valerie Osier | Daily 49er 


Sunken City is six acres of land covered in concrete slabs and rubble left over from a landslide in 1929. It’s a popular spot for 


locals. 


beer bottles and spray paint cans pool at the bottoms of boulders and 
the smell of weed fills the air, the view is hard to beat. And because 
of all the rain recently the grass around the whole bluff is incredibly 
green and vibrant. 

This place is definition “urban hike” and I was happy to find out 
about it. I can just imagine being a kid and playing “Indiana Jones” 
here. 
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The place can get very busy on a Saturday afternoon, but it’s still 
enjoyable. To get there, people climb over a low concrete fence at the 
east end of Point Fermin Park (a legit park that also offers some nice 
views) and crouch under the tall wrought iron fence. Don’t fall and 
don't do anything stupid. Also, it is technically illegal and you can 
be fined for ignoring the graffiti-covered “no trespassing” signs and 
going in there. 
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Music fans share a love 
for live music and physical 
memorabilia. 


By Lola Olvera 
Staff Writer 


Long Beach's music scene is as eclectic as its 
population. From Snoop Dogg to Rage Against 
the Machine's Zack de la Rocha to Sublime, artists 
spanning a wide variety of genres have gotten their 
musical start in the Aquatic Capital of America. 

“We have a lot of everything because we have so 
many different cultures in one place,’ says Nancy 
Soriano, a history and English major at Cal State 
Long Beach and avid music fan. 

“Like, jazz and soul have a pretty good strong- 
hold in Long Beach. Reggae and ska. Surf rock or 
garage rock. Punk. If you can think of a genre, we 
have it in Long Beach” 

Despite sometimes being eclipsed by its neigh- 
bor Los Angeles, which boasts well-known venues 
such as the Hollywood Bowl and notorious holes- 
in-the-wall such as the Smell, Long Beach is still 
home to a hubbub of music and hidden gems for 
music enthusiasts. 


Brick-and-mortar giant Fingerprints Music has ~ 
been a record store staple since 1992. Roomy and 


inviting on the corner of Fourth Street and Elnr Ay- 


Yasmin Cortez | Daily 49er 


Third Eye Records sells records from well-known artists and local bands at affordable prices. 


enue, it has that quintessentially hip record store 
aesthetic, with exposed brick walls and an assort- 
ment of books, decor, camera and guitar straps, 
quirky cards and coloring books. That's in addi- 
tion to its collection of used and new-vinyl, CDs, 
cafsettes:and books covering everything from the 
Beatles to Beyonce. 


“Their vinyl is on the pricier side,” admits Soria- 
no. “But they have a great used CD selection” 

Fingerprints also hosts live shows: Jack Johnson, 
Taj Majal, Cold War Kids, Cage the Elephant and 


Weezer have performed there, and ‘not one, but — 


two, Beach Boys have made appearances, 


Also on Fourth Street is the smaller, less- 


er-known Third Eye Records, where store owner 
Gary Farley holds court. 

“It’s this really small record store that I never 
realized I’ve always been passing,” CSULB jour- 
nalism major Isaura Aceves says of her first time 
visiting Third Eye. 

Nonetheless, that first day she found a per- 
fect-condition copy of Big Brother and’ the Hold- 
ing Company's 1968 record “Cheap Thrills? which 
features her favorite vocalist, Janis Joplin. 

“Physically holding that copy in my hands was 
amazing,’ Aceves recalls. “I've never thought I 
would actually find it ever and it was for $10 ... 
Honestly, since then Third Eye Records is my fa- 
vorite [record store].” 

Third Eye focuses mostly on classic titles by the 
likes of David Bowie or Pink Floyd, with a few 
more obscure artists like symphonic pop band 


. Polyphonic Spree thrown in. 


“T just want to have a range of affordable music 
that’s accessible? says Farley. “Somebody can come 
in here and spend $2 and just buy something to 
listen to or $25 or more on something that they’re 
gonna wanna keep forever.” 

He hosts shows that feature local bands and 
keeps a music section stocked to show his support 
for Long Beach artists... 

“I think there's a'lot of variety [in Long Beach]? 


see MUSIC, page 7 
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_ and coastal flooding to existing residences, public infra- 
structure, marinas, existing jetties, other structures and rec- 
reational beaches” were just a few of the points of contention 
listed. 
“The main concern of the residents is how altering the 
breakwater would impact the infrastructure that has been 
built since the breakwater has been in place,” said Long 
Beach City Councilwoman, Suzie Price, who represents the 
areas that would be most affected by removal of the breakwa- 
ter, namely the Long Beach Peninsula, Naples and Alamitos 
Bay residents. 
Price states that she looks forward to seeing the results of 
the study, but refuses to support any plan or proposal that 
would put residents and the Port of Long Beach in jeopardy. 
“We have a lot of infrastructure to consider: homes, the 
port of. Long Beach, the pier ... all of those areas might be 
impacted with any modification of the breakwater” Price 
said. “That’s the biggest concern that residents have had and 
their fears are genuine, and their fears are real” 
Long-time mariner and avid sailor Will Paul has docked 
his boat in Long Beach since 2003 and echoes the same ap- 
prehension as residents. f 
“Tm not really for taking it down,’ Paul said. “It keeps the 
waters calm and keeps the swells out of the marina ... I know 
the water is not as clean as other beaches, but taking down 
the breakwater would really affect the homes on the penin- 
sula. I'd prefer to keep it” 
Although proponents of removing the breakwater and 
residents have remained steadfast on their ends of the spec- 
trum, both parties remain realistic. 
“You never want something or oppose something so badly 


that you're not open to reading the study with fresh eyes; 
Price said. “Id like to really have ah open mind, but the safe- 
ty of the homes and the Port of Long Beach in terms of its 
operations are my primary concern in regards to any mod- 
ification.” 

Since co-founding the Long Beach Chapter of the Surfrid- 
er Foundation in 1996, Palmer has had patience, but hopes 
that something will be done sooner rather than later. 

“There are certain things that involve government deci- 
sions whether it be on the city level, the state level or the fed- 
eral level ... Here in Long Beach, the breakwater is all three” 
Palmer said. 

“Strong tides will always come, with or without the break- 


water, and we need people to be realistic about it. I really 
don't want people to be in jeopardy, but the bottom line is 
that we need to do what is best for Long Beach” 


ol ES G3). covtsas: 
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MUSIC 


continued from page 6 


said Farley. “There's a pretty- vibrant 
kinda scene of house parties and house 
shows which I think is amazing, be- 
cause that's something that you get in 
certain cities, but in small cities like this 
it’s kind of unique... There’s a great mu- 
sic scene here, a lot of great bands.” 

Local music also finds its way into 
Long Beach’s many clubs, bars and 
small venues. 

For DiPiazza’s, a family-owned 
restaurant and nightclub, providing 
local artists a welcoming space to per- 
form has been one of its passions, along 
with cultivating its Italian cuisine. The 
venue features artists from many genres 
nearly every night, some open to all 
ages. Performing artists can even ask 


the DiPiazza sound technicians for a 
recording of their performances, which 
they can later use for marketing. 

“Long Beach has an exciting music 
scene that has evolved over the last 20 
years to include a diverse community of 
talented performers,” says owner Mara- 
lyn Dipiazza. “We love Long Beach and 
will continue to support our local econ- 
omy by hosting musicians in a profes- 
sional atmosphere...We all support each 
other in this community” 

Alex’s Bar, another concert-hopper 
favorite, is strictly for those 21 and old- 
er. At this location, featured in scenes 
from “True Blood” and “Tenacious D: 
The Pick of Destiny,’ guests can sing 
their hearts out during their Tuesday 
and Wednesday karaoke nights or 
watch local artists perform against the 
bar's distinctive red backdrop. 

The lack of all-ages shows can some- 
times be frustrating for younger col- 


lege- and high school-aged music fans. 
Farley notes that many all-ages venues 
have shut down over time, leaving few- 
er places for a younger crowd to enjoy 
local music. : 
“Recently [music festival] Music 
Tastes Good opened...on Seventh and 
Pine so I got to go to that show, which 
was pretty intimate and...all-ages,” says 
Soriano. “It was cool, but really DIY. 
Long Beach has never really had any 
spaces for artists to showcase their 
talent regularly besides bars and open 
mics [and] showcases at coffee shops.” 

Despite this, both she and Farley ap- 
preciate Long Beach and its music. 

“All in all there’s still a strong scene,” 
said Farley. “Music’s always gonna be 
important here.” 

Another place where music played 
in important role is World Famous VIP 
Records, a hip hop/rap record store 
with 38 years of rich music history, 


now in danger of its legacy coming to 
an end. 

Due to a decline in sales, and after 
multiple announcements of closing 
shop over the past few years, owner 
Kelvin Anderson is finally bringing it 
to a close. Thanks to new terms intro- 
duced in his lease, Anderson would no 
longer have ownership over the store 
sign, which he had previously planned 
on selling or repurposing. He would 
now need the approval of the City of 
Long Beach to restore and reposition 
the sign in a new location and launch 
a commemorative project: The World 
Famous VIP Record Black Music Mu- 
seum and Creative Arts and Technolo- 
gy Center. 

The museum would be dedicated to 
chronicling black music history and 
the evolution of music technology. The 
Creative Arts and Technology Center is 
meant to inspire and encourage youth 


interested in pursuing careers in that 
field. 

Under Anderson’s guidance, VIP’s 
recording section is where hip hop 
group 213, made up of Snoop Dogg, 
Warren G and Nate Dogg, recorded the 
demo that got Snoop a record deal from 
Dr Dre. Snoop would later commemo- 
rate VIP Records by featuring its iconic 
store sign in the music video of his 1993 
solo debut single “What’s My Name?” 
Snoop also talks about supporting the 
legacy of VIP in the upcoming VIP Re- 
cords documentary. 

A petition to Long Beach Mayor 
Robert Garcia outlining Anderson's 
requests has been started on Change. 
org. It currently has 1,844 out of the 
2,500 supporters it is hoping to receive. 
According to the Long Beach Post, 
at a council meeting March 14, Gar- 
cia agreed to meet with Anderson on 
Wednesday to discuss his requests. 
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From the sandy shorelines of Ocean Boulevard to the harbor overlooking the Pike, some of Long Beach’s best sights can be found oithe wa 
the nautical history of the Queen Mary or explore grassy knolls and old lighthouses, your attention is sure to hone in on one of thesepots. 


The second-busiest container port in the United States, the Port of Long Beach acts as a major gateway for US-Asian trade. Bicyclist ride pass the lighthouse tower, one of the main featureg Shoreline 
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Photos by Jose De Castro 
found othe water. Whether you’re looking to dive into The RMS Queen Mary, above, is a retired ocean liner that’s been permanently moored in the port of 
: Long Beach. Since 1971, the Queen Mary has been a staple of the Long Beach skyline and a hotspot 
of thesepots. for visitors and residents alike. : 


ain feature Shoreline Aquatic Park. One of the largest aquariums in the United States, the Aquarium of the Pacific takes visitors on a adventure through the Pacific 
Ocean's three regions: Southern California/Baja, the Tropical Pacific, and the Northern Pacific. 
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A tour guide at Long Beach Museum of Art leads high school students through Ironic Icons exhibit.” 


Yasmin Cortez| Daily 49er 


Art in the heart of Long Beach 


With a smorgasbord of art; history and culture in. 
our own city, why do we keep outsourcing? 


By Micayla Vermeeren 
Editor-in-Chief 


We all know that Long Beach is a city brimming with culture, diversity, history 
and art galore + whether that comes in the form of newborn contemporary murals 
downtown or any of the museums that lie within city limits. 

So why, oh why is it that we flock to the depths of Los Angeles to marvel at neon 
Spaghetti.and.qversized chairs when.we have.so-many. art-based institutions right 
in our own backyard? Why do the Museum of Latin American Art, the Long Beach 
Art Museum, Rancho Los Alamitos and Outer Limits get glossed over on the list of 


‘three-day-weekend-must-see-spots? 

Jf you were‘ to estimate the number of art pieces held'in Long Beach museums, 
youd ‘be able to view 20 new pieces of art éach day of the year and still have to get 
through a few more months to see them all. The histories of a plethora of cultures 
are preserved in time-accurate spaces across the city, breathing stories from the past 
into the ears of the future. 

But the ears are starting to turn away. 

Do we not understand the magnitude of art in Long Beach? Make note of the spe- 
cific use of “we” here — I was, and still am in part, hypocritically under-informed on 
what our city has to offer in the museum category, despite a longstanding self-iden- 
tification as a museum buff. 

If you were to read me a list of the handful of museums in the city, I could easily 
conjure up a visual of the building and intersection that house each and every one. If 
you asked me how many of those doors I had actually walked through, I would get 
a lot quieter. 

Long Beach is, in myriad ways, a Los Angeles Lite. We're the second largest city in 
L.A. County with nearly half a million people counted in a 2013 census, only trailing 
the city of Angels itself. We have a Cal State University campus with 40,000 students, 
a city college with scores more, a thriving downtown scene and waterfront views to 
rival theOC. 

We're the city “La La Land” used as a filming location, with Ryan Gosling taking 
up shop in The Blind Donkey, but not as an actual setting for the characters, We're the 
bronze medalist for pride parades and displays. We're good — to some, even great — in 
a lot of areas, but we aren't the best. : : 

And because of this secondary social status, things Long Beach do damn well get 
written off quickly, and the museum circuit isn’t protected from that. 

So, to my fellow 49ers, I offer you the following challenge: become a tourist in our 
own city. Take off the rose-colored glasses the global community has shoved on us 
whenever we look to L.A. ‘ 

There are, combined, around 2,000 pieces of art on the intersection of Alamitos 
Avenue and Seventh Street alone, between the MOLAA on one corner and the Pacific 
Island Ethnic Art Museum on the other. 

_ To put that number into-context, the Broad museum in downtown Los Angeles, 
which opened to critical acclaim in late 2015 and quickly became a clamored-over 
hot spot, showcases roughly 250 pieces of art at a time. 

Giving our city the credit it deserves for curation can expose us all to historically 
significant, emotionally charged, masterfully crafted, deeply honored, poignantly rel- 
evant art that is quite literally sitting around waiting for us to come visit. 

Simply downloading the map of murals created in honor of the city’s first POW! 
WOW! art installation can create an entire day’s worth of adventuring, with Insta- 
gram photo ops just as plentiful as colorblocked walls in L.A. 

Before the semester ends and the heat of summer gets us all into that California 
state of mind, honor the roots of the city we all love so much. Let the stories tell 
themselves and remind everyone that we deserve - Long Beach art deserves — your 
time and attention. : 


Lindsey Maeda | 
Daily 49er 

This kinetic 
sculpture can 
be found on 
the Alamitos 
Avenue side of 
the MOLAA 
entrance. 


Jade Inglada | 
Daily 49er 

The neon light 
piece called 
“Hand Gun” by 
Frank Romero 
is one of many 
art pieces on ex- 
hibit at the Mu- 
seum of Latin 
American Art’s 
“Dreamland: A 
Frank Romero 
Retrospective.” 
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The Library: A Coffee House, left, Royal Cup Cafe, top right, and Hiccups, bottom right, are three popular coffee houses in Long Beach not only notable for their food and drink offerings but also 


their popularity with studying students. 


Study spots and coffee pots 


The top three places to study in Long 
Beach. 


By Samantha Diaz 
Staff Writer 


0 you want to get serious about your schoolwork — re- 
ally serious — you mean it this time. Now all you need 
is a good place to study. 
Your room is too distracting, Starbucks is too crowd- 
ed and the campus library doesn’t have food. Luckily, 
you go to school in Long Beach and there are little hidden cafes 
on practically every corner. You don’t have to venture far to find a 
study spot that fits your needs. 


For light studying: Hiccups Tea House 
Location: 1946 N. Lakewood Blvd. 
Hours: 11 a.m. - 12 a.m. 


This place is for people who were gifted with the ability to stay 
focused despite the amount of noise or people in the room - or 
even those who enjoy the extra noise. 

Think of Hiccups as a restaurant where it’s not considered rude 
to do schoolwork. The first thing youll hear when you walk in, 
if it’s not too crowded with talking people; is loud hip-hop music 
playing throughout the cafe. If you usually listen to music while 
doing schoolwork, this shouldn’t be a problem. Maybe the con- 
stant noise level will help you stay focused; I couldn't relate. 

If you come at just the right time, you may be able to get a table 
with an outlet next to it. There aren't many seats and even fewer 
with outlets available, though there are some tables set up outside. 
I was going to cross this place. off my list until I saw two girls 
(with one of the few outlet tables) focused on their work; biology 
homework no less. 

Jozel Salomon, a student at Long Beach City College, values 
convenience over quiet. She chooses Hiccups because it’s near her 


friend, and she doesn’t need complete quiet while she studies. 

“It’s fine if you’re working with a group because you can talk 
over the music,” said Salomon. “But if you’re trying to read or 
work alone it can get distracting.” 

Being 10 minutes from Cal State Long Beach, it’s not a bad bar-\ 
gain. The wide windows from wall to wall provide natural sun- 
light into the cafe unlike most low-lit, enclosed study spots. 

The one thing that puts Hiccups over your typical study cafe: 
the menu. Their mango chamoy drink will strike strong nostalgia 
in almost every Mexican. Their garlic noodles and shaken beef 
hits the spot after a long day of studying. 

They also have a variety of hot and cold teas, smoothies and 
coffees. The food alone is worth sitting through loud music and 
fighting for an outlet. 

If you don’t mind the noise and people, Hiccups has the poten- 
tial of a go-to study spot. With it’s variety of food and drinks along 
with free Wi-Fi and lots of natural sunlight, it’s the perfect place 


‘for group studying, or even some light schoolwork. 


For the minimal noise students: The Library: A Cof- 


fee House 


Location: 3418 East Broadway 
Hours; 7 a.m. - 12 a.m. 


Surrounded by restaurants and gift shops, The Library is hard 
to miss unless you're looking for it. The Library is your typical 
cafe with a Long Beach zany twist. 

It's plain from the outside and I walked right past it the first 
time I came. The fun comes once you step inside. There are orna- 
ments hanging from the ceiling at all times of the year, paintings 
by various artists, brightly colored couches and walls adorned 
with pictures of various artists and regulars of the coffee house. 

Bookshelves line the walls of this.cozy cafe and there is a piano 
in the corner of one room that I’ve been dying to hear somebody 
play. 

The environment is much more suited to a student’s needs. 
Having studied here during finals week first semester, The Li- 
brary has been on my list of go-to study spots since then. The 


smooth, low cafe music combined with rooms packed with people 
focusing on their work, with the occasional table or two of people 
talking or playing a card game provides you with all the study 
vibes you could want. 

There are two rooms to choose from when you enter The Li- 
brary. The first is generally meant for groups or people who want 
to quietly talk amongst themselves. The second room just past the 
counter is more quiet and focused. 

My favorite spot in what I call the “quiet room” has a green 
couch in the back corner. It gives the perfect balance of comfort 
and ambiance to-study, while I sink into the couch and take an 
unashamed and well deserved cat-nap during my study breaks. 

There are outlets near almost every table and chair in the room 
and the music is just loud enough so that you can’t hear the people 
in the room, but can still hear your own thoughts. 

The Library is a local favorite and fills up quickly during 
crunch time for the surrounding schools. If you plan on studying 
here during midterm or finals season, try to set up camp early in 
the day and find a good parking spot since it’s in a fairly busy area. 
Despite how crowded it gets, there is always a maintained level of 
noise that allows for studying. 

‘One thing that sets The Library apart is its stamping system 
that benefits the regulars. Upon request, you can get a card 
stamped every time you purchase a drink and get your 10th drink 
free. These stamps can rack up quickly if you find yourself making 
the 12-minute drive from campus to The Library for every needed 
study session. 

The only aspect of the coffee house that kept me searching for 
other study spots is the open mic nights. While I enjoy the occa- 
sional local artist and stand-up show, there is a time and a place, 
and my study time is not to be tampered with. 

Open mic nights are in the quiet room, where most people plop 
down for the night to get their work done. While the event doesn’t 
last more than an hour, that hour is crucial during finals week and 
it has the ability to ruin the study flow for the rest of the night. 


see STUDY, page 13 
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STUDY 


continued from page 12 2 


For the easily distracted: Royal Cup Cafe 
Location: 944 Redondo Ave. 
Hours: 7 a.m. - 9 p.m. 


‘This cafe has something for everyone — a multitude of seat options, 
not one but two pianos, a chess table complete with giant chess pieces 
and evena TV set in the back. _ 

Within a few seconds of walking in, I knew I'd be spending the rest 

of my night here; and it’s not just because of the comfortable looking 
worn out couches. After coming from two crowded study spots, the 
large and empty Royal Cup Cafe offered the kind of solitude and quiet 
required for extensive studies. 

First of all, it’s huge. The cafe has a long walkway that stretches to 
the back lined with coffee tables and sofas. The front area has fewer 
tables and more couches, designed for social gatherings. The further 
you venture into the back, the darker and more secluded it gets. The TV 
volume is low and the people doing work speak even lower. 

The cafe is lined with artwork that you can buy and books you can 
pick up and read. Another quirk of The Royal Cup Cafe is a large vin- 
tage desk in the furthest section, which has little drawers that people 
leave notes in for others to read. 

Even if you don’t come here to study, this cafe is a good spot for a 
date night or a casual hang out, aesthetically: pleasing Instagrammable 
pictures included. 


The most appealing aspect, besides the hidden vintage gems scat- . 


tered around for decoration, is that the cafe has a separate private study 
session room. Each wall is lined with cushioned seating with tables and 
chairs in the middle. On Fridays, the cafe hosts open mic night in this 
room from 6 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. with a featured artist at 8. 

For snacking, you'll find your regular cafe foods along with a special 
of the day featured in the front. The cafe is known for their various 
sandwiches and paninis. The food is good enough to get hooked on, 
which is worthwhile because they also have a delivery service. - 

Regular customers are also rewarded with points, one for every dol- 
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Join our team! 
The Daily 49er is hiring. 


Daily 49er Advertising Account Executive> : 


design team of the newspaper. 


Must possess 

* Outstanding communication and interpersonal abilities. 
* Great sense of sales and customer service. 

mands. 


personal success. 


The role of an account executive is to develop new advertising clients 
for the Daily 49er and maintain relationships with existing clients. This 
includes continuous contact to counsel existing clients on building a 
successful advertising campaign, growing relationships with new clients 
and working closely together with manager, co-executives, and graphic 


* Responsibly organized and flexible in order to meet customer de- 


* Capable of working as part of a team, and at the same time strive for 


Samantha Diaz | Daily 49er 


Chessboards, couches and studying students are some of the regular attractions at The Royal Cup Cafe in Long Beach. 


lar spent with discounts at every benchmark. 

With all these perks, The Royal Cup Cafe was the least busy place I 
visited for the day. Even with its 45 seats I counted (46 if you count the 
piano chair), less than half were filled. It might be that it’s difficult to 
find parking. It might be that the sign is so small I thought my maps 
led me to the wrong address. It might be that not many people choose 


_ Registration for new and 
returning students begins 


Variety of courses: 


to study on a Friday night. MS 

The only possible downside of the cafe is the hours. Many students 
know the struggle of studying late into the night, or early into the morn- 
ing. That's not a possibility at this place and packing up your things and 
relocating after closing time may be a hassle. Oh well: no study spot can 
be perfect, but at least its food is cheap and the music is good. 


IRVINE VALLEY _ 
COtlLi GE. 
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Long Beach is known for many things such as 
art, museums and the Queen Mary, but what about 
its tea? 

Tea houses are a popular place for college stu- 
dents and Long Beach offers a variety around the 
city. I visited all the hottest spots in the city, and 
here’s how: they stacked up. 

Cha For Tea, Hiccups and Zero Express are. the 
most college-student friendly of the‘options, locat- 
ed close to campus with late operating hours every 
. day. Pedic Leen 

Just across from Cal State Long Beach on Sev- 
enth Street and Bellflower Boulevard, Cha For Tea 
especially welcomes college students by passing out 
coupons at Week of Welcome.and giving free sam- 
ples at booths on campus. If students love anything, 
it’s free stuff. 

Even at the storefront, pfices are within a college 
kid budget. The average prices for all the tea hous- 
es in Long Beach are about $3 to $6 depending on 
add-ons such as boba, fruit, larger sizes and so on. 

It is open everyday from-11 a.m. - 12 a.m. The 
owners recently remodeled the store, but, like most 
tea houses, it is small and almosgAlways full of peo- 
ple. For Kyle Ku, a junior computer science major, 
all the Long Beach tea houses are “a little pricey.’ 
Ku grew up in the Anaheim area and says that tea 
houses there are usually better quality and less ex- 
pensive. Ku says his favorite in Long Beach would 
be Zero Express. 

Tucked away in a little corner on Atherton Street 
and Palo Verde Avenue, Zero Express is close to 
campus, so many students can visit easily. The only 
problems are the small parking lot that does not 
make it easily accessible. It closes at 10 p.m. every 
day, a little earlier than Cha For tea and Hiccups. 
The interior design is simple, clean and invites con- 
versation for when people do visit. 

The next most frequented place would be Hic- 
cups, located close to the traffic circle right off 
Lakewood Boulevard. The words that come to mind 
for Hiccups are small and lively. There’s always peo- 
ple, there's always music playing and there's always 
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Jade Inglada | Dalya 49er 


Paradise Passion’ right, and Strawberry Bliss are only two of the drinks available on Honeybee’s 
@ @ 
O intini-tea 


Long Beach has eight main spots to get your boba and tea fix. 


menu. 


By Isabel Ramos 


Staff Writer 


a long line. Its hours are the same as Cha For Tea’s 
and is very similar in terms of menu items, though 
the amount of offerings dwarfs Cha’s. 

The rest of the tea houses are spread throughout 
Long Beach and are more accessible to the students 


~ that live nearby them. 


Hoja’s Tea House, Roasting Water and Honey- 


come con’ INTERNATIONAL PRESENTS 


TM & SDC COMICS 


JOIN US DURING 
SPRING BIREARE | 


CON: 


One of the Country’s 


ANAHEIM 


bee’s are for the early risers, as the three open be- 
tween 6 and 8 in the morning. . 
Roasting Water is located in the Long Beach 
Towne Center. It closes at 10 or 11 p.m. depending 
on the night of the week.-A smaller spot than some 
of the others in the city, you may want to take your 
drink from the cafe to go than try to find a seat. 


wm ppg 


Best Comics and Pop 
Culture Events Featuring 


COMICS 
MOVIES 
TELEVISION 
ANIMATION 
SCI-FI/FANTASY 


GIANT 
ESRBIBIT HALL 


SPECIAL GUESTS 


3 DAYS OF 
PROGRAMS 


Including 
ANINIE 
, GAMES 

" MASQUERADE 


CHILDREN’S 
FILM FESTIVAL 


and Much More! 


BADGES ON SALE ONLINE ONLY! 
COMPLETE INFO AT: 


& WWW.WONDERCON.ORG 


Roasting Water offers a reusable drink bottle with 
every drink purchase and changes up the bottles all 
the time so you never know what you're going to 
get. For this reason and the cool decor, it is definite- 
ly worth the trip to the Towne Center. 

Another place to get some tea and boba is Snow 
Monster on Second Street. Snow Monster is known 
more as a dessert place, but offers some good tea se- 
lections to try out. This is a bigger place compared 
to the others and sitting and hanging out there is 
encouraged. If ever you have a craving for ice cream 
and boba, this is the place to go - macaron ice 
cream sandwiches and glass jars filled with milk tea 
are a match made in heaven. 

Hoja’s Tea House is near the Long Beach City 

College Liberal Arts campus on Carson Street. This 
one is different than all the rest in that it is not a 
boba tea house. They offer pastries, food, coffees 
and a variety of tea mixtures. The small, homey at- 
mosphere makes it a great place for studying with a 
nice cup of tea. 
« Boba Tea House is the other small tea house that 
is really just meant for on-the-go orders. Its variety 
of teas, even with boba, were the most inexpensive 
of the group. A regular Jasmine Green Tea with 
boba is exactly $3. It is definitely worth the trip to 
the outskirts of downtown Long Beach on Willow 
Street or is a good place to stop for boba when in the 
area, since it is the only boba-specific place there. 

Honeybee’, located on Loma Avenue and Third 
Street, is the closest to the beach. Honeybee's of- 
fers a huge menu with a variety of different teas, 
smoothies, food, alcohol and more. It is an interest- 
ing mix of cafe and a liquor store. Though hanging 
out ina liquor store may sound unappealing, there 
is a seating area offered that could be a nice place to 
hang out for a bit. 

Whether you want to walk to a tea house like 
Cha For Tea or Zero Express from school or drive 
someone when you are out and about, know that 
there are options out there. Don't forget Long Beach 
has a lot of good tea choices to offer too, if you give 
it a chance. 


49er 


is now hiring for 


* Applications are available 
in the Daily 49er newsroom, 
LA-4 201F.. | 
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: CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY LONG BEACH 


College of Business Administration 
Graduate Programs 


Increase your professional 
| opportunities with a master’s 
degree that is at the forefront 
of business education. Our 
programs are designed tO. 
elevate your career and fit with 
your active schedule. 


: Evening MBA 
+ Saturday MBA 
- Daytime Accelerated MBA 
- MS Accountancy 
- MS Supply Chain — 
— , 


AACSB) 


_ \VACCREDITED 7 


Learn More, call Giselle Ober at | 

(562) 985- 5965 Or visit. : . ] Catherine Gutierrez 

www.csulb.edu/cba/49er : oS Director of Client/Partner 
Relations, Parsec 

Saturday MBA 2012 


COLLEGE OF 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 


